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Casa Teresina booking conditions 
 

 Once a booking has been confirmed, we will require 20% of the total cost of the 

booking as a deposit. The remainder will be due one month prior to the start of the 

booking. 

 

 If you have to cancel a booking more than six weeks before the booking start date, 

the deposit will be refunded, less a GBP 30/EUR 30 cancellation fee per week. After 

this date the deposit is not refundable. 

 

 Please note that use of the house is at your own risk, and we cannot accept any 

liability for any injury or problem of any nature that arises as a result of the use of the 

house. 

 

 If for any reason the house is unavailable at the time that you have booked (act of 

God, force majeure, etc.) we will refund your money in full. This represents the limit of 

our liabilities. 

 

 Your decision to book the house will be regarded as acceptance of these conditions. 
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Introduction 
 

Casa Teresina (so called because it belonged, until her death, to Teresa Tassini, former 

postmistress and doyenne of the village) is opposite the church in the centre of the village of 

Moggiona which is a frazione or ward of the Commune of Poppi and lies at 750 metres 

above sea level.  

 

Moggiona is a woodcraft centre, with a number of craft firms making wooden furniture and 

articles using wood from the surrounding forests.  

 

The village lies in the area of the Casentino, the very beautiful and unspoilt upper valley of 

the River Arno. Four kilometres above the village is the monastery of Camaldoli founded in 

the 12th century. In January 1991 the Camaldoli/Moggiona area was designated as an 

Italian national park because of its outstanding beauty. 

 

The house, which sleeps four people comfortably, dates back to the 12th century and is built 

very much in the style of the Casentino (with enormously thick walls and a cantina or cellar 

under the house). The front door of the house leads into a large kitchen with fireplace. This 

leads, in turn, to a small sitting area leading on to a terrace with table and chairs, with a 

lovely view across the valley. The first floor has a bathroom with toilet, bidet and shower and 

two bedrooms (one double or twin-bedded, the other twin-bedded). A folding bed and a 

camp bed are also available, making it possible to sleep five or six people. There is a high 

chair in the house, and a travel cot can be arranged on request. 

 

All crockery, cutlery, kitchen equipment and bedlinen are provided. The house is managed 

for us by the charming and helpful Tassini family, who run the village shop, the very highly 

recommended (Veronelli, Michelin) restaurant Il Cedro (three minutes’ walk from the house), 

and the bar across the road from the shop. 

 

It is almost essential to have a car when staying in Moggiona – buses to the nearest town 

Ponte a Poppi are infrequent. The main options are therefore to hire a car when you get to 

Italy or drive all the way there in your own car. 

 

Moggiona is an excellent centre for sightseeing in Tuscany and the area around Camaldoli 

and Moggiona is a forest reserve with many beautiful walks. Arezzo is within easy reach (one 

hour) and Florence (Firenze) is under two hours’ drive. It is therefore an ideal base from 

which to enjoy all aspects of Tuscany – rural and cultural. 

 

We hope this handbook will contain all the information you will need about Moggiona and 

Casa Teresina. If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Getting there 
 

Flying From the UK, Ryanair flies to Rome, Forli (near Bologna) and Pisa. 

Easyjet operates daily flights to Rome and Pisa. British Airways 

offers various scheduled flights to Bologna, Pisa and Rome, as well 

as to many other Italian destinations. Other airlines that fly to Italy 

from the UK include Meridiana, which offers direct flights to 

Florence.  

 

Train  From the UK, the quickest way to reach Moggiona is to take 

Eurostar to Paris. From there, the Artesia TGV service runs to Milan 

and Turin. The Alta Velocità service in Italy connects Milan and 

Florence in only two hours. Alternatively, various sleeper trains run 

all year between Paris and Italian cities.  

 

 Arezzo is on the Florence-Rome main line and is served by many 

intercity trains. You can hire a car from outside Arezzo station (see 

below). Poppi, the closest town to Moggiona, has a small station, 

with fairly regular trains to and from Arezzo. The journey takes 

about an hour. 

 

 For further details of Italian train services, see the Trenitalia 

website (www.trenitalia.com).    

 

Driving The majority of Italian motorways (autostrade) are toll roads, but 

are not too expensive and worth it for the speed. Payment is with 

cash or credit card. 

 

 Most heavy traffic uses the motorways for obvious reasons. When 

the road has a steepish incline and space is available, a ‘crawler’ 

lane is usually provided. These cease the minute there is a tunnel 

or viaduct and lorries rejoin the inside lane. Given the problems 

they have in maintaining speed on the inclines, there is a universal 

assumption that cars in the inside lane will move over to let them 

in – even if this means that you have to slow down. It is worth 

noting however that on Sundays lorries are excluded from Italian 

motorways.  

 

 Motorway service stations bear no resemblance to their British 

counterparts – the food is reasonable and not extortionately 

priced. In the bar, you need to collect your receipt (scontrino) from 

the cash desk, and then take it over to the bar for your drink.  

 

Hire cars Hire cars can be picked up on arrival at the airport and left at the 

airport on return.  

 

 If you are flying and wish to avoid a long drive, an alternative is to 

take a train to Arezzo, and hire a car from the Avis office just 

opposite the station (you can book your hire car on the website 

www.avis.co.uk). 
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From Pisa/Florence Follow the signs from Pisa Airport to Firenze, and you will join a 

dual carriageway, which is of motorway standard. This avoids the 

need to pay tolls. Stay on this road until it joins the A1 (Autostrada 

del Sole) at Firenze Signa. Then take the A1 southwards (direction 

Roma), and leave the motorway at the second exit (Firenze Sud). 

Follow the signs to Bagno a Ripoli and then Pontassieve, and after 

crossing the river by a bridge, follow signs to Consuma: you should 

take the SS70 – a left fork going up a mountain, signposted to 

Bibbiena. This route takes you over the mountain pass at Consuma 

after which you drop down into the valley and finally arrive at Ponte 

a Poppi. Continue through Ponte a Poppi, until just after the town 

you reach a roundabout, with a left turn signposted Moggiona/

Camaldoli. The road from here on is good but steep and winding 

and takes about 15 minutes.  

 

 The other option, taking about the same time but less 

mountainous (useful in bad weather or with a heavily loaded car) 

and less interesting is to continue along the A1 to the Arezzo 

junction. Follow the signs into the centre of Arezzo up to the 

junction which is signposted to Bibbiena, and then come up the 

SS71 to Bibbiena and turn left after the town on to the SS70 for 

Ponte a Poppi.  

 

 Alternatively, from Pisa follow signs to the A11 motorway 

(Autostrada Firenze-Mare), and take the A11 to its junction with the 

A1 (Autostrada del Sole) and continue as above. Journey time 2½ 

hours.  

 

From Bologna Take the A1 motorway to Firenze Sud and follow one of the above 

routes. The Apennine section of the A1 between Bologna and 

Florence is an amazing feat of engineering with enormous viaducts 

and tunnels and some spectacular scenery, but extremely busy 

with very heavy lorry traffic.  

 

 Alternatively, only stay on the A1 as far as the Barberino exit (about 

an hour from Bologna), then follow signs to Borgo San Lorenzo, 

Vicchio, Dicomano, Londa, then over the hills to Stia and 

Pratovecchio. Then follow signs to Ponte a Poppi, then to Moggiona 

as above. This avoids Florence completely.   

 

 Another route is to take the A14 motorway from Bologna as far as 

Cesena. Then take route 3bis (a good dual carriageway) as far as 

Bagno di Romagna, where you take the SS71 towards Bibbiena via 

the Passo di Mandrioli (1,173 metres above sea level at its 

summit!). At Serravalle, leave the SS71 and follow signs to 

Camaldoli and then Moggiona. Journey time 2½ - 3½ hours. 

 

From Rome Take the A1 motorway to the Arezzo junction. Then follow the 

directions as above. Journey time 3 - 3½ hours. 
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Maps The map below shows Moggiona and the area immediately around 

it. We recommend the Touring Club Italiano’s 1:200000 map of 

Tuscany, available at good travel bookshops. 

 

Arrival (Not before 16:00, please). Please collect the keys from the Tassini 

family, either at the Ristorante Il Cedro, on the right as you enter 

the village, or from the shop next door. Signor Italo and his family 

will help you to switch on the electricity, turn on the gas bottle 

(bombola) for the cooker and answer any questions. The Tassini 

family – Signor Italo and his wife Franca and daughters Mariangela 

and Cristina (both of whom speak some English) should be 

approached if you have any problems, need medical attention, etc. 

There will probably be some tea/coffee, etc., in the house but do 

not expect there to be sufficient stores for a meal.  

 

Departure Please vacate the house by 10:00 on the day of your departure 

and return the keys to the Tassinis.  

 

Parking  There are a number of parking areas dotted around the village. You 

can obviously park temporarily outside the house for loading/

unloading.  

 

 

 

 



Casa Teresina Handbook  7 

Domestic notes 
 

Gas cooker/bombola Please see ‘How to change a gas bottle (bombola)’ on page 16. 

 

Electricity  If the circuit has been overloaded by too many electrical appliances 

being used at once, it may trip. Simply push up the switch inside to 

the left of the front door, and/or the switch in the main fuse box 

just outside the front door (this can be accessed using the key 

hanging on the hook just inside the front door). 

 

Water  Water comes from Camaldoli (4km above Moggiona). It is from a 

spring and perfectly drinkable. Hot water is produced by the 

immersion heater in the bathroom which should be switched on 

when you arrive and turned off at the end of your holiday. It is 

advisable to leave 20 minutes or so between showers to allow time 

for enough water to be heated. Note that if the electricity fails, the 

water heater switch may trip and need to be switched back on. 

 

Bed linen/towels Bed linen is provided and extra pillows, etc. are to be found in the 

wardrobe in the front bedroom. On departure, please strip the beds 

and leave the linen in a pile on the kitchen table. Towels and tea-

towels are provided, but please take your own swimming towels. 

 

Equipment  The house has a full range of crockery, cutlery and cooking 

utensils. We would be grateful if you would replace any breakages. 

 There is a washing machine (instructions are in the box file which is 

kept on the kitchen cabinet), as well as an iron/ironing board 

(stored in the cupboard under the stairs).  

 

Entertainment  The house has a stereo CD/radio system. It includes a lead with 

standard 3.5mm stereo fitting that will plug into the headphone 

socket of an iPod or similar MP3 player. If you wish to use this 

facility, please select the ‘Line’ input function. There is also a 

portable CD/radio/cassette player, and a selection of CDs and 

tapes. There is a DVD player and TV (though please note there is no 

TV reception), and a few DVDs. We have amassed a fairly good 

library of novels, maps and guide books over the years. There are 

also a few games, including a Scrabble set.  

 

Heating  The kitchen has a fireplace, logs for which are stored on the 

terrace. The best way to light the fire is with firelighters 

(accendifuoco), but paper, pine cones and small twigs will also be 

useful. There are blankets in the front bedroom, electric radiators 

in both bedrooms, and a gas heater at the bottom of the stairs.  

 

 To light the gas heater (which, like the cooker, has a bombola), 

open the lid and turn the switch at the top of the bombola to start 

the gas flowing. Then, while holding down the white button at the 

side of the fire, put a lighted match through the hole at the bottom 

of the front until the fire lights. Continue holding down the white 

button for a few seconds after it lights. To switch off, simply turn off 

the gas supply at the top of the bombola.  

 

Rubbish  Rubbish should be disposed of in the containers (bidoni) in the 

village. Glass should be disposed of in the special containers 

(usually green marked Raccolta Vetro), and paper/card in the 

yellow containers marked Carta.  
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Services 
 
Money and banks Credit and debit cards are now widely accepted in Italy, but don't 

expect to be able to use one at a small village restaurant such as Il 

Cedro. The best method to withdraw money is simply to use your 

bank card in Italian cash points. Travellers’ cheques may also be 

cashed at banks. You will always need to produce your passport 

when cashing travellers’ cheques. Most Italians pay for meals, etc. 

in cash. Banks are generally open 08:30 - 13:00, Monday to Friday. 

There are at least three on the main street in Ponte a Poppi, all 

with cash points. All banks should cash travellers’ cheques.  

 

Telephones  Mobile phone signal strength in Moggiona is variable, but it is 

usually possible to get reception on the terrace or at the window of 

the upstairs back bedroom. Alternatively, try the area above the 

tennis court. 

 
 Most public telephones operate using phone cards – widely 

available from bars, newsagents, etc.; a few also still use coins. 

Moggiona has a public telephone near the bridge on the road into 

the village.  

 

Internet Wireless internet is available in Arezzo at the café Coffee O’Clock, 

Corso Italia 184. A couple of internet terminals are also available 

for a small charge. 

 

Doctor/dentist A local doctor has a clinic two afternoons a week (ask the Tassinis 

for information). The nearest hospital (ospedale) is in Bibbiena – 

10 minutes’ drive from Poppi on the road to Arezzo. There is a very 

good dentist in Poppi – seek advice from the Tassinis. 

 

Swimming pools  The hotel I Tre Baroni in Moggiona has a small outdoor swimming 

pool in a stunning setting, which Casa Teresina residents are 

permitted to use at a preferential rate – contact the hotel manager 

Andrea Baroni. There is another swimming pool (also in a stunning 

setting) at the La Pineta campsite, just past Avena on the road 

down to Ponte a Poppi. Non-campers are welcome, on payment of 

an entrance fee. There is also a privately run piscina called River 

Piper on the road out of Ponte a Poppi in the Florence direction. As 

well as swimming there is table tennis and refreshments are 

available. The Parc Hotel in Ponte a Poppi also has a pool, but you 

must eat there first. There is a pool in Talla (follow the signs from 

Rassina). Most larger towns have municipal pools.  

 

Tennis courts A tennis court may be available for hire in Moggiona. If you plan to 

use this, please take your own racquets and balls. The tennis court 

is often taken over by the village for other events and thus can 

become unavailable at short notice! The court is hired from the 

Bar/Pizzeria opposite the village shop. Note that lately the tennis 

court appears to be used as a football pitch and has no tennis net 

installed. 
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Shopping 
 

General information Moggiona has a shop run by the Tassinis which sells most things, 

but does not have a large stock. Various vans may arrive during the 

week selling fruit, meat, etc. The nearest shopping centre with 

banks and a full range of shops (including a chemist [farmacia]) is 

Ponte a Poppi. Shop opening hours are 08:30 to 13:00 and 16:30 

to 19:30 (or thereabouts). Early closing is on Wednesdays and 

almost all shops (including the one in Moggiona) shut in the 

afternoon. Some supermarkets remain open.  

  

 If arriving on a Sunday or late in the evening, there is a pensione/

bar/shop on the left as you enter the village of Consuma which 

seems to be open continuously and sells most things.  

 

Supermarkets There is a large Coop supermarket just outside Bibbiena, with 

delicatessen counters selling all the local specialities. Take the 

main road out of Poppi towards Bibbiena, and after about five 

minutes you will see the Coop on your left. It is open until 20:00, 

Mondays to Saturdays, and sometimes (though not always!) open 

on Sundays.  

 
 There is a smaller EuroSpar supermarket just after the bridge on 

the main road leading out of Ponte a Poppi in the Florence 

direction. There is an Ipercoop hypermarket at Sette Ponti on the 

ring road just outside Arezzo.  

 
 Do not assume that supermarkets will be open on a Sunday or 

public holiday.  

 

Market  Ponte a Poppi has a market in the area opposite the turning to 

Moggiona on Tuesday mornings. The market sells reasonably 

priced shoes and clothes as well as food and hardware.  

 

Groceries  These can be obtained from shops called alimentari. In Ponte a 

Poppi, the alimentari on Via Roma (the main road) next to the Bar 

Sport has a wide range of foodstuffs and groceries.  

 

Local specialities The local cheese is called pecorino and is made from sheep’s milk. 

This cheese comes in three varieties, morbido, which is fresh and 

soft, semi-stagionato, which is semi-aged and somewhat harder, 

and stagionato, which is aged and hard and has a very mature 

taste along the lines of Parmesan and is, indeed, often used with 

pasta instead of Parmesan. The local salami is called finocchiona 

and contains fennel (finocchio) seeds. Other foods worth trying are 

prosciutto crudo (cured ham) which makes a delicious starter with 

melon or figs, and arista or rolled roast pork. Most delicatessen 

food is bought by the etto (100g).  

 

Fruit and vegetables  The shop next to the Banco Popolare dellõ Etruria in Ponte a Poppi 

sells a very wide range of fruit and vegetables. 
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Bakery Tuscan bread is unsalted and quite dry. Other types of bread, 

including wholemeal, are available. A delicious speciality is 

schiacciata – unleavened bread which is salted and spread with oil 

and herbs and is often served hot. The fornaio next to the 

greengrocer in Ponte a Poppi is very good and also sells a range of 

pastries and cakes.  

 

Butcher There is a very good butcher (macelleria) on Piazza Garibaldi in 

Ponte a Poppi.  

 

Stamps, postcards These can be obtained from the shop on the corner of Piazza 

Garibaldi in Ponte a Poppi, which is also a tobacconist (tabacchi).  

 

Matches Matches (fiammiferi) are sold under a state monopoly and can only 

be obtained from shops showing the ‘Tabacchi’ sign (the Tassinis’ 

shop in Moggiona is one of these). 

 
Petrol stations  There is a garage on the road out of Ponte a Poppi in the Bibbiena 

direction. Most garages are not self-service and are not open 24 

hours, but have automatic pumps which take bank notes or credit 

cards when they are not open. 

 
Gifts  The Antica Farmacia at Camaldoli, attached to the monastery, sells 

a wide range of pottery, soaps, cosmetics, sweets, honey, tisanes 

and liqueurs made by the monks. Four types of liqueur are made – 

Laurus, Elixir, Lagrima d’Abete and Amaro Tonico (bitter tonic). The 

shop at the Eremo (hermitage) also sells most of these goods.  

 

Clothes There is a store called Lorj a couple of miles out of Poppi in the 

Florence direction, which sells designer labels, often at discounted 

prices (closed on Wednesday mornings). 
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Eating out 
 

There are many good restaurants in the area. A few places we can recommend are listed 

below. Service is normally included in the bill, and this also applies to cafés and bars. If you 

are after pizza, please be aware that most restaurants with pizza on the menu only serve 

pizza in the evenings. 

 

 

Moggiona  
 

Il Cedro  Superb food prepared by Signora Franca and served by 

Mariangela. Specialities include acqua cotta, tortelli di patate 

(delicious pasta squares filled with a potato filling), faraona in 

marsala (guinea-fowl in marsala wine), cinghiale in umido (wild 

boar stew) and various recipes with rabbit (coniglio). Vegetables 

are usually a fritto misto – dipped in a light batter and deep-fried. 

The local red wine which they provide is very drinkable. The 

restaurant was recently recommended in the Guardian and has 

had excellent reviews in Veronelli and Michelin. As the restaurant is 

not open every day, it is worth booking in advance – just ask at the 

shop next door. Credit cards not accepted. Tel 0575 556080. 

 

I Tre Baroni A more modern take on Tuscan cuisine, but still prepared using 

fresh local ingredients. Tel 0575 556204. 

 

 

Camaldoli 
 

Pensione Camaldoli Originally run by Grandmother Tassini. Serves good food and wine 

and has a tree-shaded outside terrace with very pleasant forest 

views. It is normally crowded at weekends in summer as many 

Florentines make trips into the hills for Sunday outings.  

 Via di Camaldoli. Tel 0575 556019. 

 

 

Ponte a Poppi/Poppi 
 

Il Campaldino Next to Piazza Garibaldi in Ponte a Poppi; is also a hotel. Good local 

restaurant serving good food. Closed Wednesday. 

 Via Roma, 95. Tel 0575 529008. 

 

Parc Hotel Virtually opposite the turning to Moggiona. Good (and reasonably 

priced) authentic pizze; also serves full meals. Has own car park. 

Can dine al fresco in the summer. 

 Via Roma, 214. Tel 0575 529994. 

 

Pensione Casentino In Poppi Alto, opposite the castle. Serves good local food and wine. 

Closed Wednesday. 

Piazza Repubblica, 6. Tel 0575 529090. 

 

La Torricella About 1 km outside Poppi, a well signposted left turn off the road 

up to Moggiona. This pizzeria/ristorante provides excellent views of 

the castle and valley if you choose to dine outside. Useful place for 

a Wednesday evening, when most restaurants in Poppi are shut! 

Loc. Torricella, 14/16. Tel 0575 527045. 
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Lierna 
 

La Loggia Lierna is a picturesque village within walking distance of Moggiona 

(although as the rough track there is downhill all the way, the walk 

back uphill on a full stomach can be demanding!). The restaurant 

has a pleasant outside terrace with good views and serves good 

Tuscan food and wine. Inside it is air-conditioned. Very busy in the 

Summer. Closed Monday and Tuesday (except during holiday 

periods).  

Loc. Lierna, 63. Tel 0575 520365. 

 

 

Stia 
 

Filetto Stia is a charming town 10 minutes’ drive from Ponte a Poppi. The 

restaurant serves large portions of excellent local food at very 

reasonable prices, and is the place to go for a Tuscan blowout! 

Normally open only at lunchtimes, but also open in evenings in 

summer. Has small outside terrace on a pleasant old square. 

Piazza Tanucci Bernardo, 28. Tel 0575 583631. 

 

 

Arezzo 
 

Antica Osteria LõAgania Cosy restaurant with very reasonably priced rustic-style Tuscan 

food. Closed Monday. 

 Via Mazzini 10. Tel 0575 295381. 

 

 

Osteria dei Mercanti Authentic and very reasonable pizzeria/ristorante, popular with 

office workers at lunchtime. Closed all day Sunday, and Saturday 

lunchtime.  

 Piazzetta Sopra i Ponti. Tel 0575 24330. 

 

 

Caprese Michelangelo 
 

Fonte della Galletta At the top of a hill above Caprese Michelangelo, this excellent 

restaurant specialises in mushrooms (you can have them with 

every course), plus truffles when they are in season.  

Loc. Alpe Faggeto. Tel 0575 793925. 

 

 

Florence 
 

Trattoria Casalinga Low-cost authentic Tuscan dishes, popular with locals and tourists 

alike. Always busy.  

Via Michelozzi 9r, just east of Santo Spirito (Oltrarno).  

Tel 055 218624. 
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Local sights 
 

Camaldoli/Eremo Hermitage featuring a Baroque church with a fine Della Robbia 

enamel. The monks live in little individual houses. Excellent 

starting point for forest walks. The shop sells the same range of 

goods as the Antica Farmacia (Old Pharmacy) – 4km below the 

Eremo in the village. Interesting display of ancient pharmaceutical 

equipment (see ‘Shopping’).  

 

Poppi  The actual town of Poppi on the hill. Very pretty old arcaded main 

street which leads up to the castle of the Counts Guidi (modelled 

on the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence) which is well worth a visit.  

 

La Verna Follow the signs from Bibbiena. A mountain top monastery where 

St. Francis is said to have received the Stigmata. The Chapel of the 

Stigmata has some beautifully carved wooden choir stalls showing 

personalities of the time. Very atmospheric, especially the chapel 

where Christ is alleged to have appeared to Francis and the stone 

grotto where Francis prayed. It is also possible to walk around the 

precipice and see the stone that reputedly swallowed up St. 

Anthony when he was tempted to jump off by the devil. 

 

Arezzo Only an hour’s drive from Moggiona, Arezzo is most famous for the 

(recently restored) Piero della Francesca frescos, telling the story of 

the Legend of the True Cross. These can be found in the Basilica di 

San Francesco. If you are planning to view the frescos in the peak 

season, it is worth booking in advance: you can do so online at 

www.ticketeria.it. Arezzo has a charming old quarter, which 

featured in Roberto Benigni’s Oscar-winning film La Vita e Bella. 

The easiest place to park in Arezzo is probably the pay and display 

car park next to the station.  

 

Florence (Firenze) Too many sights to mention here, though it is worth noting that you 

can avoid the horrendous queues for the Uffizi gallery by booking in 

advance online – visit www.museumticket.it. If you want to drive to 

Florence, the best parking places are along the Circonvallazione 

(ring-road) and the Lungarni or in Piazzale Michelangelo. If you 

want to avoid parking in Florence (not always easy), there is a fairly 

frequent bus service to Florence from Poppi, run by the SITA bus 

company (for timetables see www.sitabus.it). Tickets can be 

purchased in Ponte a Poppi from the Bar Sport on Via Roma close 

to Piazza Garibaldi. An alternative option is to drive to either 

Pontassieve (though parking here isn’t as easy as it used to be)  

or Arezzo, and then take the train to Firenze SMN (see 

www.trenitalia.com).  

 

Sansepolcro, Monterchi Birthplace of Piero della Francesca, Sansepolcro houses perhaps 

his greatest painting, the Resurrection, in the Museo Civico. 

Monterchi, not too far from Sansepolcro, is the home of another 

famous Piero della Francesca work, the Madonna del Parto. 
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Siena, San Gimignano Both Siena and San Gimignano are easily accessible by road for 

day trips. Allow time to find parking in Siena – it can be difficult! 

 

Public transport If you don’t want to drive everywhere, it is possible to travel using 

local public transport. Arezzo can be reached by train from Ponte a 

Poppi which takes about 50 minutes, as can Bibbiena (10 minutes) 

and Stia/Pratovecchio (15 minutes). When the station ticket office 

is closed, tickets can be purchased at the bar on the corner of the 

main square. For train times, see www.trenitalia.com. There is also 

a bus service to Florence from Poppi (see www.sitabus.it). Prices 

are very reasonable for all trains and buses. A bus runs between 

Moggiona and Poppi – but only two or three times a day.  

 

Driving times to places of interest 

Arezzo   1 hour   Perugia   2½ hours 

Cortona   1-1½ hours  Assisi    3 hours 

Pontassieve    1-1½ hours  Bologna   3 hours 

Siena     2 hours   Pisa    2½ hours 

San Gimignano   2½ hours  Florence   1½-2 hours 

Sansepolcro  1½ hours  Montepulciano  1½ hours 

Orvieto   2½-3 hours  Urbino   2½-3 hours 

 

More information The guest book at Casa Teresina is well worth consulting for ideas 

of other places to visit or where to eat. 

 

 

 



Casa Teresina Handbook  15 

Festa del Fungo Porcino 
 

August is the month of festivals in Italy....the Sagra della Ranocchia (Frog Festival) in Lierna 

for one, and the Festa del Fungo Porcino (Mushroom Festival) in Moggiona for another.  
 

A few days before the actual festival dates (usually spread over three days, around the 

festival of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in mid-August), the village of Moggiona 

galvanises itself into extraordinary activity … the small road up to the cemetery becomes 

transformed into a massive dining area, with trestle tables up both sides, and thatch laid 

across a roofing structure to afford some shade for the diners. The playground of the old 

school plays host to large barbecue-type kitchen equipment; the rather rude wine dispenser 

is put into place (you'll have to go to find out what it is!); various stalls selling a miscellany of 

jewellery, leatherware, pictures, etc., set up in the street leading from Tassini's to the main 

square; the tennis court gets taken over with chairs and other paraphernalia (NB no tennis 

playable for the week); and the small sports building near the ‘ballo’ expands; various small 

bands arrive to practise their repertoires.  
 

And then it starts… first of all with the village women decorating the church with flowers; 

then the elders donning their processional robes (the Mayor in attendance); a small service 

in the chiesa opposite, with far more people milling around outside the church than in it; and 

then the Madonna is carried aloft out of the church with the villagers forming a chanting 

retinue behind. Italians from all quarters converge on the village from midday onwards, 

milling around and just enjoying themselves.  
 

The village men start cooking and the huge menu is exhibited. Sausages, steaks, chops, 

chicken, chips…..and mushrooms! You queue for your ticket (a modest sum) and then queue 

to get a seat at the communal tables. It is all great fun. These dried mushrooms are a huge 

speciality and are sold by the etto from a stall as well. Well worth dragging all the way back 

to England (where they would cost you five times as much to buy). Wine flows freely 

(literally). Towards the end of the meal, the ‘waiter’ will come with the grappa (again free). 

Should you not wish to eat at the Festa itself it is possible to present your ticket and they will 

give you your food to take away, by joining the usually much shorter queue just beside the 

cooking area – not a bad idea if you want a quiet meal on the terrazza at Casa Teresina 

instead – but you would miss out on the free wine and grappa! 
 

During the evening the festivities in the ballo area may take the form of a small play or 

dancing – young and old dance together a series of fox-trots, waltzes; quicksteps etc., etc. 

The locals all seem to dance extremely well. You can join in, or if you just want to watch it all 

from the steps you can have just as much fun. 
 

A note of warning: parking becomes hugely problematical during festa days. Do not expect to 

go out during the day and return to be able to park in your normal place – parked cars 

stretch down the road out of Moggiona for a good mile. When the formal three days of festa 

are completed, the villagers have their own party at the ballo, as a way of rewarding 

themselves for all their hard work – and they certainly deserve it!  
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How to change a gas bottle (bombola) 
 

The gas cooker at Casa Teresina uses a gas bottle (bombola), which normally lasts for two to 

three weeks. Should the bombola run out during your stay, please follow the instructions 

below to replace it with a new one. There should normally be a spare bombola on the 

terrace. If not, the Tassinis will be able to provide you with one. 

 

Bombole are very safe. However, if you do not feel comfortable replacing the bombola 

yourself, or have any problems when following the below instructions, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the Tassini family to help.  

 

In the event that you are unable to replace the bombola yourself and it is not a suitable time 

to ask the Tassinis for help, there is a single electric hot-plate stored in the bottom of the 

kitchen cabinet, which you can use to heat something. It can be placed on top of the 

washing machine and plugged into one of the sockets above.  

1 
Open the door to the cupboard on the right-

hand side of the cooker, where you will find 

the bombola. 

2 
Carefully lift the bombola out of the cooker. 
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3 
Push down the white lever at the side of the 

connector to shut off the gas supply to the 

cooker. 

4 
While pushing in the white clip at the  

bottom of the connector, ease the connec-

tor off the top of the bombola.  

 

Place the empty bombola on the terrace. 

5 
Remove the plastic cap from the replace-

ment bombola. 

 

Please note that a bombola is still safe 

when this cap is removed. The gas can only 

come out when the bombola is connected to 

the cooker.  
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6 
While pushing in the white clip at the  

bottom of the connector, ease the connec-

tor on to the replacement bombola. 

7 
The white clip should move back outwards 

once the connector is correctly in place. 

8 
Pull up the white lever at the side of the  

connector to open the gas supply to the 

cooker. 

 

Turn on and light one of the hobs to check 

that the gas supply is working. 

 

Put the replacement bombola into the  

cupboard. 
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Contact information 
 

Please check our website www.casateresina.co.uk for updated information. The latest 

version of this handbook can be found at www.casateresina.co.uk > Accommodation > 

Casa Teresina Handbook. 

 

If you require further assistance, please email enquiries@casateresina.co.uk, or telephone  

+44 (0)161 408 6225 or +44 (0)7804 204239.  

 

Alternatively, you can write to Tom Honer, 26 Beckenham Court, The Avenue, Beckenham, 

BR3 5EH, United Kingdom. 

 

If you have booked via an agent and would like to contact them, please use the contact 

details below: 

 

Alan Blaikley and David Harris 

Flat 2, 31 Willow Road, London, NW3 1TL.  

Tel +44 (0)20 7431 2029.  

 

Paul and Pauline Blaikley  

Pinner’s View, 5 Day’s Lane, Blockley, Nr Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9HG 

Tel +44 (0)1386 701581.  

 

Marian Blaikley 

3 Lynway Drive, Manchester, M20 4TS. 

Tel +44 (0)161 446 2225.  

 

The full address of the cottage is Casa Teresina, Via della Porta 40, 52010 Moggiona, 

Arezzo, Italy. Please note the house does not have a telephone. 

 

If, in an emergency, you need to contact the Tassinis in Moggiona, you can call them on  

+39 0575 556080. 
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