
Casa Teresina Handbook  1 

 

Via della Porta 40 

52010 Moggiona 

Arezzo 

Italy 

 

 

Casa Teresina Handbook  

 

www.casateresina.co.uk 



2  Casa Teresina Handbook 

Contents 
 

Introduction 3 

Getting there 4 

Domestic notes 7 

Services 8 

Shopping 9 

Eating out 11 

Local sights 13 

Festa del Fungo Porcino 15 

How to change a gas bottle (bombola) 16 

Contact information 19 

 
 

 

 
 

Casa Teresina booking conditions 
 

¶ Once a booking has been confirmed, we will require GBP 50/EUR 80 deposit per full 

week of rental. The remainder will be due one month prior to the start of the booking. 

 

¶ If you have to cancel a booking more than six weeks before the booking start date, 

the deposit will be refunded, less a GBP 20/EUR 30 cancellation fee per week. After 

this date the deposit is not refundable. 

 

¶ Please note that use of the house is at your own risk, and we cannot accept any 

liability for any injury or problem of any nature that arises as a result of the use of the 

house. 

 

¶ If for any reason the house is unavailable at the time that you have booked (act of 

God, force majeure, etc.) we will refund your money in full. This represents the limit of 

our liabilities. 

 

¶ Your decision to book the house will be regarded as acceptance of these conditions. 
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Introduction  
 

Casa Teresina (so called because it belonged, until her death, to Teresa Tassini, former 

postmistress and doyenne of the village) is opposite the church in the centre of the village of 

Moggiona which is a frazione or ward of the Commune of Poppi and lies at 750 metres 

above sea level.  

 

Moggiona is a woodcraft centre, with a number of craft firms making wooden furniture and 

articles using wood from the surrounding forests.  

 

The village lies in the area of the Casentino, the very beautiful and unspoilt upper valley of 

the River Arno. Four kilometres above the village is the monastery of Camaldoli founded in 

the 12th century. In January 1991 the Camaldoli/Moggiona area was designated as an 

Italian national park because of its outstanding beauty. 

 

The house, which sleeps four people comfortably, dates back to the 12th century and is built 

very much in the style of the Casentino (with enormously thick walls and a cantina or cellar 

under the house). The front door of the house leads into a large kitchen with fireplace. This 

leads, in turn, to a small sitting area leading on to a terrace with table and chairs, with a 

lovely view across the valley. The first floor has a bathroom with toilet, bidet and shower and 

two bedrooms (one double or twin-bedded, the other twin-bedded). A folding bed and a 

camp bed are also available, making it possible to sleep five or six people. There is a high 

chair in the house, and a travel cot can be arranged on request. 

 

All crockery, cutlery, kitchen equipment and bedlinen are provided. The house is managed 

for us by the charming and helpful Tassini family, who run the village shop and the very 

highly recommended (Veronelli, Michelin) restaurant Il Cedro (three minutesõ walk from the 

house). 

 

It is almost essential to have a car when staying in Moggiona ð buses to the nearest town 

Ponte a Poppi are infrequent. The main options are therefore to hire a car when you get to 

Italy or drive all the way there in your own car. 

 

Moggiona is an excellent centre for sightseeing in Tuscany and the area around Camaldoli 

and Moggiona is a forest reserve with many beautiful walks. Arezzo is within easy reach (one 

hour) and Florence (Firenze) is under two hoursõ drive. It is therefore an ideal base from 

which to enjoy all aspects of Tuscany ð rural and cultural. 

 

We hope this handbook will contain all the information you will need about Moggiona and 

Casa Teresina. If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Getting there 
 

Flying From the UK, Ryanair flies to Rome, Forli (near Bologna) and Pisa. 

Easyjet operates daily flights to Rome and other Italian cities. 

British Airways offers various scheduled flights to Bologna, Pisa 

and Rome, as well as to many other Italian destinations. Other 

airlines that fly to Italy from the UK include Alitalia and Meridiana, 

which offers direct flights to Florence.  

 

Train  There is a TGV service between Paris and Milan, which, combined 

with Eurostar, can dramatically cut journey times. Alternatively, 

various sleeper trains run all year between Paris and Italian cities. 

These are often very busy, so do book in advance. You can hire a 

car from outside Arezzo station (see below). Arezzo is on the Rome-

Florence main line and is served by many intercity trains. For 

further details of Italian train services, see the Trenitalia website 

(www.trenitalia.com).  

 

Driving The majority of Italian motorways (autostrade) are toll roads, but 

are not too expensive and worth it for the speed. Payment is with 

cash or credit card. 

 

 Most heavy traffic uses the motorways for obvious reasons. When 

the road has a steepish incline and space is available, a ôcrawlerõ 

lane is usually provided. These cease the minute there is a tunnel 

or viaduct and lorries rejoin the inside lane. Given the problems 

they have in maintaining speed on the inclines, there is a universal 

assumption that cars in the inside lane will move over to let them 

in ð even if this means that you have to slow down. It is worth 

noting however that on Sundays lorries are excluded from Italian 

motorways.  

 

 Motorway service stations bear no resemblance to their British 

counterparts ð the food is reasonable and not extortionately 

priced. In the bar, you need to collect your receipt (scontrino) from 

the cash desk, and then take it over to the bar for your drink.  

 

Hire cars Hire cars can be picked up on arrival at the airport and left at the 

airport on return.  

 

 If you are flying and wish to avoid a long drive, an alternative is to 

take a train to Arezzo, and hire a car from the Avis office just 

opposite the station (you can book your hire car on the website 

www.avis.co.uk). 
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From Pisa/Florence Follow the signs from Pisa Airport to Firenze, and you will join a 

dual carriageway, which is of motorway standard. This avoids the 

need to pay tolls. Stay on this road until it joins the A1 (Autostrada 

del Sole) at Firenze Signa. Then take the A1 southwards (direction 

Roma), and leave the motorway at the second exit (Firenze Sud). 

Follow the signs to Bagno a Ripoli and then Pontassieve, and after 

crossing the river by a bridge, follow signs to Consuma: you should 

take the SS70 ð a left fork going up a mountain, signposted to 

Bibbiena. This route takes you over the mountain pass at Consuma 

after which you drop down into the valley and finally arrive at Ponte 

a Poppi. Continue through Ponte a Poppi, until just after the town 

you reach a left turn signposted Moggiona/Camaldoli. The road 

from here on is good but steep and winding and takes about 15 

minutes.  

 

 The other option, taking about the same time but less 

mountainous (useful in bad weather or with a heavily loaded car) 

and less interesting is to continue along the A1 to the Arezzo 

junction. Follow the signs into the centre of Arezzo up to the 

junction which is signposted to Bibbiena, and then come up the 

SS71 to Bibbiena and turn left after the town on to the SS70 for 

Ponte a Poppi.  

 

 Alternatively, from Pisa follow signs to the A11 motorway 

(Autostrada Firenze-Mare), and take the A11 to its junction with the 

A1 (Autostrada del Sole) and continue as above. Journey time 2½ 

hours.  

 

From Bologna Take the A1 motorway to Firenze Sud and follow one of the above 

routes. The Appennine section of the A1 between Bologna and 

Florence is an amazing feat of engineering with enormous viaducts 

and tunnels and some spectacular scenery, but extremely busy 

with very heavy lorry traffic.  

 

 Alternatively, only stay on the A1 as far as the Barberino exit (about 

an hour from Bologna), then follow signs to Borgo San Lorenzo, 

Vicchio, Dicomano, Londa, then over the hills to Stia and 

Pratovecchio. Then follow signs to Ponte a Poppi, then to Moggiona 

as above. This avoids Florence completely.   

 

 Another route is to take the A14 motorway from Bologna as far as 

Cesena. Then take route 3bis (a good dual carriageway) as far as 

Bagno di Romagna, where you take the SS71 towards Bibbiena via 

the Passo di Mandrioli (1,173 metres above sea level at its 

summit!). At Serravalle, leave the SS71 and follow signs to 

Camaldoli and then Moggiona. This route is probably the most 

direct and avoids the busy A1; however it is probably best avoided 

in the dark or when the weather is bad. Journey time 2½ - 3½ 

hours. 

 

From Rome Take the A1 motorway to the Arezzo junction. Then follow the 

directions as above. Journey time 3 - 3½ hours. 
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Maps The map below shows Moggiona and the area immediately around 

it. We recommend the Touring Club Italianoõs 1:200000 map of 

Tuscany, available at good travel bookshops. 

 

Arrival (Not before 16:00, please). Please collect the keys from the Tassini 

family, either at the Ristorante Il Cedro, on the right as you enter 

the village, or from the shop next door. Signor Italo and his family 

will help you to switch on the electricity, turn on the gas bottle 

(bombola) for the cooker and answer any questions. The Tassini 

family ð Signor Italo and his wife Franca and daughters Mariangela 

and Cristina (both of whom speak some English) should be 

approached if you have any problems, need medical attention, etc. 

There will probably be some tea/coffee, etc., in the house but do 

not expect there to be sufficient stores for a meal.  

 

Departure Please vacate the house by 10:00 on the day of your departure 

and return the keys to the Tassinis.  

 

Parking  There are a number of parking areas dotted around the village. You 

can obviously park temporarily outside the house for loading/

unloading.  

 

 

 

 


